THE TASMANIAN BANDS LEAGUE
1946 — 199

presents

Tasmanian Jubilee Brass
in Concert

&Special Guest Conductor
Norm Harris

Featuring Solos by

Darren Cole, 199% Open Champion of Champions
c%ylvia Uhlik, 1996 Junior Champion of Champions

The Dlayhouse Theatre, Bathurst Street, Hobart,
9 August 1996 at .00 pm.

Devonport Town Hall
10 August 1996 at 8.00 pm.

Farl Street Centre, Launceston
11 August 1996 at 230 pm.



MR. NORMAN HARRIS

Norman Johnathan Harris, born
24/2/1946 at Launceston, Tasmania, is a
freelance professional trumpet player,
conductor and arranger. Norm started his
musical training in the Invermay Silver Band
in 1954 under Mr. Neil Graham. In 1961 at
age 15, he joined the Army as an apprentice
musician and served for 8 years including 13
months in Vietnam as a medic. He then
studied Music at Church College of Hawaii, graduating in 1972 with
a Bachelor of Arts Degree. He was then appointed Director of Music
at the Church College of Western Samoa 73/74. He returned home
and toured Australia, Asia, Russia and United States with The Daly-
Wilson Big Band, also recording many albums with them.

He has toured and recorded with many local and international
artists and been Musical Director for many local artists and
Conventions. In1981 he went back to the United States and was
appointed Principal Trumpet at the Flamingo Hilton Hotel in Las
Vegas. He returned in '82 to take up his old job as Principal Trumpet
at GTV 9 (Melb), a job he held for nine years doing all live variety
from the Nine studios. In 1990 Norm was invited to Singapore to
conduct the Singapore Symphony Orchestra. His teaching
appointments have included the Sydney Conservatorium of Music,
jazz studies program for 3 years; lecturer in trumpet and big band
jazz at Melbourne University for 6 years and Professor of trumpet at
the Defence Force School of Music for 5 years. He has been the
Director of The Australian Showband since 1985. Norm is currently
sponsored by the Bach Corporation, manufacturers of the world's
finest trumpets.

OPEN CHAMPION OF CHAMPIONS 1996
DARREN COLE

Darren commenced learning to play the
trombone with the Latrobe Federal Band in
1984. In subsequent years he moved to
Launceston to study at the University of
Tasmania. He has also won the title of
Open Champion of Champios in 1993 and
1994. Last year he was invited to play with
the famous Continental Airlines Band (now
Fosters Aukland) in New Zealand for a
period of nine months. During his time in New Zealand his band
took took out the NZ National Championships in the A Grade
Section. Darren has returned to Launceston to resume his studies.
He plays with the City of Launceston Brass and teaches at Scotch
Oakburn College.

JUNIOR CHAMPION OF CHAMPIONS 1996

SYLVIA UHLIK

The Tasmanian Bands League is pleased
to welcome Sylvia as special guest soloist for
this concert series. She commenced playing
five years ago under the guidance of B¥
Bandmaster Robert Bentley with the City of ¥
Burnie Brass. She has progressed to become
principal euphonium with both the Senior
and Junior Bands at Burnie She is 16 years
of age and is currently studying ingea
arist Regional College.

TASMANIAN BANDS LEAGUE JUBILEE 1946 - 1996

Early records of 1915 indicated there was a Tasmanian Band Association in Hobart and the first President was Mr. C Devonport Hoggins Esq.,
a Barrister of Law. However it was not until 1946 that the existing Tasmanian Bands League was formed on the recommendation of Mr. Verdie
McMahon who was the Bandmaster of the Launceston Railway Silver Band. There was a need for a committee of band representatives to meet
from time to time on mutual terms to promote Banding and Contesting for the betterment of banding in Tasmania.

The first President was Mr. Alec Seymour of the Launceston Railway Silver Band and the Secretary, Mr. A.E. Brain. Over the years there have
been 5 Presidents including Mr. Fred Hodgkman of Ulverstone (16yrs) and the late Bert Bessell MHA (20yrs) and 8 Secretaries including the late
Joe Stanbrough (13yrs) plus 20 years as Treasurer. Other people involved were Tom French, Owen Richardson, Tom Johnson, Max Gurr and
Rupert Beahr.

The League started with membership from both brass and pipe bands and, in 1946, bands included St. Andrews Pipe Band, Launceston City,
Launceston Railway, Burnie Municipal, Invermay, Returned Services Memorial Band, Hobart City and Queenstown with others joining in 1950
including Latrobe, Devonport, Launceston Boys and Evandale. Later during the 1950's and 60's other bands joined including Longford,
Scottsdale, Circular Head, Rosebery, St. Joseph's, Campbell Town, Ulverstone, Beaconsfield, George Town, Penguin and Wynyard. Unfortunately
some have either ceased to exist or are in recession.

On the 27 October 1946 the first peace time band day was held with the following bands taking part: Queenstown, Burnie Pipe, R.S.M Band,
Invermay Boys, Launceston Boys, St. Andrews Pipe, Launceston Railway, Campbell Town, Ulverstone, Launceston Railway Juniors, Devonport,
Burnie Marine Board and Latrobe. In 1947 the League agreed to organize band music and contests throughout the state. The first festival was
organized by Len Round and items were Hymn, Massed Item and Quickstep Marching. The bands that took part were the same as those listed
above. Also in '47 a Christmas Festival was held and not only did our bands play but some came from Victoria as well.

In 1949 there was to be a four day National Festival held but due to a Poliomyelitis Epidemic it was rescheduled for Easter 1950. Bands that
took part in that contest were Collingwood, Ballarat Soldiers and Maryborough all from Victoria, plus some of our Tasmanian Bands: Launceston
City, Launceston Railway, Launceston Boys, Invermay, Police Boys, R.S.M. (Hobart) and some from the North West Coast.

The function of the League is to promote understanding and friendship in banding in Tasmania, to teach and train young musicians and foster
the appreciation of music. The League promotes annually Band Contests, Solo Competitions and Party events throughout Tasmania as well as
marching events. The League is now represented from various areas of Tasmania with bands in Hobart, Launceston and the North West Coast. It
also conducts the National Band Championships every five years with the next event due in the year 2000.

Records show that the Australian Nationals were held in Launceston in 1950 and on five other occasions since that year. It is also recorded that
many Band Festivals have been held during the past 50 years with one at West Park, Burnie in 1955 attracting over 8000 people. Over the years,
several well known names have been recorded as Perpetual Trophy donors including L.H. (Bert) Bessell MHA, Sir Archibald Park, Max Gurr, Tom
Margison, William Halley, Rupert Beahr, Joe Stanbrough, Bill Welling and Val Perkins.

During this Jubilee year of the League it is planned to hold a Luncheon in Launceston for all former and present bands people and officials.
The Jubilee Band which has been put together by the Musical Advisory Board from members of most Bands in Tasmania will be holding concerts
in three different areas of the State.






