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MESSAGE FROM THE GOVERNMENT OF TASMANIA  

FELICIA MARIANI  

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER , TOURISM TASMANIA  

 
 
 

 

 

On behalf of the Tasmanian Government and the wider community, I extend a warm 

welcome to you all for the National Band Championships. 

 

We are very excited to hold the championships in Hobart for only the second time in the 

eventôs history and we look forward to showcasing our state to the 4500 travelling band 

members and supporters. We are particularly proud to welcome not only local and 

interstate band members, but also world-class talent from New Zealand, Singapore, 

Japan and Thailand. 

 

Tasmania has an active and vibrant arts and music culture, and we are proud to add the 

National Band Championships to our list of events being held here over the Easter long-

weekend. The Tasmanian community enjoys and supports these events and we look 

forward to entertaining locals and visitors from across the nation. 

 

For many of you it will have been a long journey to Tasmania, but we are confident that 

your experience will be memorable. We encourage you to explore our vibrant state and 

the many attractions it has to offer. 

 

Tasmania is increasingly recognised as a major event hub, and events like the National 

Band championships help to showcase Tasmania as an easy-to-access, contemporary 

and dynamic State. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Felicia Mariani  

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER  
TOURISM  TASMANIA  
 

 
 

 
 
 

  

 

 

The Australian National Band Championships is supported by 

the Tasmanian Government through Events Tasmania. 
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WELCOME MESSAGE FROM THE 
LORD MAYOR OF HOBART 

ALDERMAN ROB VALENTINE  

 

 

 
 
 
It is my great pleasure to welcome you to Hobart, the host city for the next National Band 

Championships. 

 

Hobart, as Tasmaniaôs capital city, has played host to many conferences, conventions and 

sporting events.  Those taking part have often remarked on the friendly welcome and the 

natural and physical beauty of our wonderful city ï the óPocket Capitalô of Australia. 

 

Our spectacular location in Sullivanôs Cove on the River Derwent, is an intriguing blend of 

heritage, lifestyle, scenery and vibrant culture.  Within an hour or so are many and varied sites 

that will allow you to experience the culture and tranquillity of this island.  Here you can 

range from our wonderful Mount Wellington in the west, to the beautiful Derwent Valley or 

historic Midlands in the north, the historic village of Richmond and Port Arthur to the east 

and the beautiful DôEntrecasteaux Channel and Huon Valley to our south. 

 

Hobart is also very pleased to be the home of the Tasmanian Conservatorium of Music and 

the Tasmanian Symphony Orchestra which both provide great support and focus on the 

culture of music. 

 

On behalf of the local community I invite you to explore the many wonderful attractions our 

city has to offer and trust you will have the opportunity to appreciate the friendly hospitality 

for which Tasmania is well known. 

 

I wish all our visitors a memorable and successful event. 

 

 

 

 

Alderman Rob Valentine 

LORD MAYOR OF HOBART  
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE 
NATIONAL BAND COUNCIL OF AUSTRALIA 

DR K EVIN CAMERON  
 

 
On behalf of the Executive and Councillors of the National Band 

Council of Australia, I would like to extend a warm and fraternal 

welcome to all those who love banding as we commence the 2010 

Australian National Band Championships.  This yearôs event, held in the 

historic precincts of Hobart for the first time since 1974, promises to be 

most memorable for the thousands of band members, supporters, audience members, and 

officials who have come to Hobart from all over Australia.  A special welcome to those 

coming further afield, including our Chief Adjudicator Johann de Meij, and participating 

bands and soloists from overseas. 

 

For some, the 2010 Australian National Band Championships will be a new experience of one 

of the most important and well loved events on Australiaôs annual banding calendar.  Taking a 

trip away with banding friends to the Nationals may result in peak performances, new 

friendships, and further inspiration - regardless of the results.  The experience is no less 

enjoyable ï or potent! - for those who have a long association with this event.  The mix of 

high-level performance, friendship, and inspiration to further develop and improve remains 

powerful for those who love banding.  These are among the aspects that make performing at 

the Nationals such an enduring and memorable experience.    

 

I would like to extend thanks and warm congratulations to the Tasmanian Bands League and 

the 2010 Nationals Organising Committee for undertaking the considerable task of arranging 

this contest.  The contribution of volunteers in time, expertise, and goodwill is the key basic 

ingredient of banding and has again produced a marvellous result.  To all those who have 

contributed both in the long preparation and throughout the course of the weekend ï thank 

you. 

 

Attending the Nationals is a major undertaking for participants requiring a significant 

commitment of time, resources, and preparation.  Thank you for making this commitment, 

and may you enjoy the fruits of your work.  The Nationals are about performances, 

personalities, triumphs, near things, close finishes, things that might have been, and grand 

stories ï these are our legends built from great traditions.  To the 2010 participants: I hope 

you enjoy writing your contribution to the next chapter in Nationals history.     

 

 

Dr Kevin Cameron 

PRESIDENT  

NATIONAL BAND COUNCIL OF AUSTRALIA INC. 
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WELCOME MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF 
THE 2010 ORGANISING COMMITTEE 
 

MR LAYTON HODGETTS OAM  
 

 
On behalf of the Tasmanian Bandôs League and the Organising 

Committee, I extend a very warm welcome to all participants, their 

supporters, families and friends to the Yamaha Australian National 

Band Championships in Hobart. 

 

We are absolutely delighted to have over 60 bands and more than 400 soloists and ensembles 

competing ï numbering in excess of 4,500 musicians. 

 

It is an honour to welcome the esteemed and decorated Johan de Meij from the Netherlands as 

Chief Adjudicator, together with Australiaôs own and eminent Ralph Hultgren and Peter 

Walmsley OAM as Senior Adjudicators.  A team of respected and highly qualified musicians 

have been assembled to also cover the many sections and categories in the competition.  

 

This year we have bands from every state in Australia competing and an unprecedented 

international participation with solo entries from New Zealand and Japan as well as three 

competing bands from Singapore.  We welcome and are honoured to have the renowned 

Mahidol University Senior Wind Symphony from Bangkok who will give a special guest 

performance at the Gala Concert on Sunday evening, 5th April, in the Federation Concert 

Hall. 

 

This Concert promises to be a ñsell-outò performance which will also feature  Johan de Meij 

conducting the Hobart ñAò Grade Wind Symphony performing his Symphony No 1 ñLord of 

the Ringsò.  Tasmaniaôs ñAò Grade, Glenorchy City Concert Brass will also perform.  

 

I acknowledge the remarkable commitment and tireless effort that has been made by the 

Organising Committee in order to bring this event to fruition.  We extend sincere thanks and 

appreciation to the Adjudicators, Accompanists, Officials, Volunteers and all of our Sponsors. 

 

Please enjoy the Championships, our beautiful city and surroundings ï but most importantly 

have fun, and we trust you will all take away lasting and wonderful memories. 
 

 

Layton Hodgetts OAM 

CHAIRMAN /CONVENOR 

ORGANISING COMMITT EE 

2010 YAMAHA AUSTRALIAN NATIONAL BAND CHAMPIONSHIPS  
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TRADE AND EXHIBITION STALLS 
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